
SUMMARY OF QUESTIONS ASKED AT RECENT MEETINGS WITH MINISTER AND 
DEPUTY MINISTER OF WATER AND SANITATION 

MEETINGS: 

7 October 2021 Minister Senzo Mchunu and Deputy Minister 
Mahlobo – Engagement with Provincial Government 
and Local Government and water Services 
Stakeholders on Water 

11 October 2021 Deputy Minister Mrs Magadzi:  Presentation by Dr 
Khorommbi on Catchment Management Forums and 
Catchment Management Agencies 

12 October 2021 Minister Mchunu and Deputy Minister Mahlobo – 
meeting following a site visit of the Sebokeng 
WWTWs 

25 October 2021 Deputy Mahlobo and MEC Maile – Discussion on 
the Vaal River Intervention Project 

4 February 2022 at 9h00  Stakeholder Engagement Session with  Deputy 
Minister for Water and Sanitation, Mr. David 
Mahlobo and the Gauteng MEC for Co-operative 
Governance and Traditional Affairs, Mr. Lebohang 
Maile.  The purpose of this engagement session was 
to provide Progress Report on the Emfuleni Section 
63 Intervention. 

28 January 2022   Meeting with Rand Water on the Section 63 Project 
11 February 2022 

 
 
18 - 19 February 2022 

 
 

SUMMARY OF FSE’S QUESTIONS TO MINISTER MCHUNU AND DM MAHLOBO, 
AND RAND WATER 

1. In terms of the Directives issued to DWS by the SAHRC pursuant to its inquiry into the 
sewage pollution of the Vaal River, what is the status of compliance with the SAHRC’s 
directives, namely that officials in non-compliance with legislation be dismissed and 



the corruption be referred to the Public Protector and SAPS; and that the DWS  develop 
and implement policies to deal with the water crisis in SA and contamination of the 
Vaal. 

2. Whilst the FSE is heartened by the proposed implementation of the Intervention Plan 
by Rand Water as the Implementing Agent, the fact that Rand Water is operating 
without a water use licence (WUL) for the last 8 or more years is a matter of concern.  
Operating without a WUL is unlawful. 

3. In terms of the DWS Report titled “Sedibeng Regional Sanitation Scheme – Progress 
Report for the DWS for the Vaal River Intervention (Refurbishment Works)”, dated 13 
January 2022 and prepared by GIBB the required Capital Funding for the Short Term 
Intervention Programme is estimated at R1,012,802,219, that is, excluding the OPEX.  
Rand Water received R100m from the DWS with an additional promise of another 
R100m.  How will the additional funds be secured? 

4. In terms of the GIBB’s Report, the appointment of civil contractors, mechanical and 
electrical contractors have not been finalised.  Service Level Agreements are still to be 
concluded with 7 civil contractors and the appointment of mechanical and electrical 
contractors is to be re-advertised due to an overall non-responsiveness in the first round 
of call for bids.  Has this been resolved? 

5. The Intervention Plan only addresses the upgrading of plants, unblocking of sewer pipes 
within the Sedibeng Region – how will the sewage pollution and other challenges 
within the Integrated Vaal River System be addressed since the Vaal Barrage falls with 
the IVRS and pollution upstream of the Vaal Barrage also impacts on the Vaal Barrage 
and will continue to do so unless pollution sources upstream are addressed. 

6. There is a need to rehabilitate the polluted wetlands and eco-system. How will this be 
addressed? 

7. In terms of the GIBB’s Report the existing sewers and pump stations in the region are 
overburdened due to population growth and development.  How will the disconnect 
between the growth of formal and informal housing and the provision of sanitation and 
treatment of sewage be addressed? 

8. In terms of the GIBB’s Report a fleet of 7 bakkies and 2 Jet Vac Trucks are currently 
out of commission to undertake the O&M Work.  Has this been resolved? 

9. In terms of the GIBB’s Report there are recurring issues of fuel shortages.  Has this 
been addressed? 

10. In terms of the GIBB’s Report the IMQS and Google Earth files are outdated or 
incomplete.  Has this been resolved?  

11. The Intervention Plan must be scientifically defensible.   There is a need to understand 
the science, which supports the Intervention Plan. 
 
The following expert opinion from Prof Johann Tempelhoff, an esteemed historian on 
the Intervention Plan is subjoined hereunder. 

The ANC government is using the intervention to regain confidence with the electorate after the dismal 
outcome for the government in the municipal elections of November 2021. It is part of government’s 
current policy.  
 
For all intents and purposes ELM is a failed municipality - similar to what has been outlined by 
experts in the 1990s as the concept of the ‘failed state’ in global contexts. 
 



The challenge for the ANC is to ensure that the local municipal council remains in control. However, 
the political leadership will now be tasked to take on the issues of dealing with officials (especially 
comrades who have been placed in positions) who are not doing their work. The councillors now have 
to also regain confidence with the people as local community leaders. 
 
The funding of an estimated R350m for repairs to the existing infrastructure, is now aimed at securing 
employment opportunities for residents of Sebokeng, Bophelong, Boipathong and also the Sharpeville 
area, in both the formal and informal settlements. 
 
The legacy of the area that dates back to the 1980s when the government of the day introduced the 
regional services councils, and the concept of the first local municipalities for the African townships 
that would be coordinated in regional services councils (in Emfuleni’s case the Lekoa regional 
municipality).  
 
Locally today’s Sebokeng and the areas east of the N1 (travelling north) have been relegated to the 
status of primary recipients of wastewater. Sewage from upstream Johannesburg, parts of Soweto, 
and even the former Asian township areas south of Johannesburg, used the catchment of the Rietspruit 
area. 
 
So, we are dealing with the legacy issues of the previous dispensation that needs to be mitigated in 
our understanding of how the residents of ELM in the Rietspruit catchment should feel.  
 
Also now included in the mix is the Midvaal LM, that previously formed part of Meyerton. They are 
exceptionally well-managed now under DA rule. For government it has meant in recent years that 
support in repairing their WWTWs had to be delayed/postponed and ultimately even be absorbed into 
the proposed regional WWTWs in ELM. 
 
The current political dynamics of the situation has been shaped by the groups of young protestors 
who, ever since 2016, have prevented the authorities from managing the the WWTW of Leeuwkuil, 
Rietspruit and Sebokeng. (We have an unemployment rate of at least 65% of young people between 
18 and 25 years in ELM). They had been given to believe in 2015 by a former DWS minister, Nomvula 
Mokonyane, that there would be several thousand jobs available for locals.  
 
Hence, apart from SAVE's legal steps against ELM for not dealing with the WWTW crisis, the 
authorities had to deal with the protestors who (obviously) facilitated opportunities for the pilfering 
and theft of the wastewater infrastructure. 
 
Now government is using the opportunity to secure potential employment opportunities for the people, 
with the people while Rand Water is the implementing agent. 
 
It is therefore with considerable sensitivity that we should contemplate the situation in which Metsi a 
Lekoa finds itself. On the one hand there is RW and the other, there is ELM. Those dynamics are 
subject to deeper complexities as the issue of government policy and plans to regain support from the 
electorate are now prime objectives of the ANC. 
 
As forum we need to take note of these matters where we predominantly deliberate on water quality 
and related issues of water management. The political dynamics, which effectively are not part of our 
agenda, should therefore require of us to take note of what is happening in the bigger framework of 
things. 
 

 
12. The important role of Catchment Management Forums (CMFs) must be acknowledged and the 

involvement of CMFs in the engagements with the Minister and Deputy Minister of Water and 
Sanitation is crucial in the absence of functioning CMAs.  CMFs are formal structures, which 
is related to the CMAs.  CMFs’ objectives include the development and the implementation of 
short-, medium- and long term goals of an integrated water management strategy. 

13. In addressing Sustainable Local Water Resource Management, it is necessary to consider and 
finalise the Mine Water Management Policy (2017) the purpose of which is to provide measures 



on protection of water resources from prospective, operational and historical mine activities 
that have negative quality impacts. The policy identified the legislative gaps and provides 
relevant and appropriate legislative remedy in order to strengthen a proactive mine water 
management approach.  The Policy addresses: 

a.  The reuse of treated mine water including AMD, which will be an enabler to 
sustainable development. 

b. Apportionment of liability 
c. The optimum use of appropriate technology (sustainable, clean with minimal residuals 

or easily manageable residues) 

The current short term solution of AMD contributes 362 tons per day of Total Dissolved Solids 
to the IVRS, which is unsustainable in the long terms. 

14. When will the actions in the National Water and Sanitation Master Plan (NW&SMP) scheduled 
for 2019, 2020 and 2021 be addressed including: 

a. The identification and prosecuting of big polluters across the country (including 
municipalities), scheduled for completion by 2020. 

b. The declaration of strategic water sources areas and critical groundwater recharge areas 
and aquatic ecosystems recognised as threatened or sensitive as protected areas, 
scheduled for completion by 2021. 

15. What is the status of the DWS’s compliance to the directive in terms of the SAHRC Report of 
the Gauteng Provincial Inquiry into the sewage pollution of the City of Tshwane’s rivers and 
the Roodeplaat Dam (21 October 2021), which directs the DWS that the situation regarding 
failing WWTWs in SA and its subsequent pollution of SA water resources be declared a 
national disaster. 

16. How is the DWS addressing the Gaps identified in the WSSLG SDG6 Task Team’s Gap Report 
in order to achieve Goal 6, that is, to ensure availability and sustainable management of water 
and sanitation for all by 2030? 

17. The DWS is currently not monitoring the water quality within the catchments due to the expiry 
of its contract with the laboratory. This has happened before.  How will this situation be 
rectified? 

SUBMITTED BY: 

Mariette Liefferink 

CEO: FEDERATION FOR A SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT 

16 FEBRUARY 2022. 

 


